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Until he got an aca-
demic scholarship 
to the University of 

Hawaii, Kona Moran had 
no true sense of how much 
college life would mean to 
him and his future. Until he 
was allowed to walk on the 
Rainbows’ basketball team, 
he said he didn’t understand 
how the excitement and 
motivation he would draw 
from participating in intercol-
legiate athletics would stay 
with him the rest of his life.

When he’s 
asked why he 
wanted to be 
involved with 
the athletic 
booster club at 
the University 
of Hawaii at 
Hilo, the answer 
comes rolling 
out almost 
before you can 

finish asking the question.
“It took me a while to 

realize,” said Moran, the 

incoming president of the 
Vulcan Boosters Club, “but 
looking back, it’s almost 
embarrassing to not have real-
ized it immediately, or at least 
sooner — the impact and sup-
port I received through sports, 
the disciplines involved, 
the meaning of being part 
of a team and the support 
I’ve received my whole life 
from the community?

“It finally dawned on 
me that virtually everything 
I have, whatever level of 

achievement I’ve attained 
professionally, personally, 
whatever, it all gets back to 
my involvement with ath-
letics. I finally realized, like 
100 percent realized, how 
much I have to and want to 
and probably need to give 
back to the community.”

He might have traveled 
the country end to end, up 
and down and back again and 
not found a more worthwhile 
place for someone genuinely 
interested in helping to fortify 

and strengthen a collegiate 
athletic program operating on 
subsistence level financing.

“We’ve been successful 
here before,” said the Oahu 
native, “and we can do it 
again. How good can we be? 
I can’t answer that question 
but I want to find out and I 
know one thing for an abso-
lute fact: if we do nothing and 
expect to benefit the school 
that means so much to the 
Big Island, we will fail.

Help needed, but Vuls booster up to task
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Wild advice: be brave
‘Sammy’ 
walks the 
walk with 
his bike 

By KEVIN JAKAHI
Hawaii Tribune-Herald 

David Wild found inspiration everywhere at 
the 3rd annual Hilo Triathlon, where a pace-set-
ting rabbit helped at the start and a wise owl pro-
vided words of encouragement near the end.

Born in San Diego, Wild lived in Berkley 
and Oakland, Calif., for eight years and 
moved to the Big Island two years ago to 
become a Konawaena math teacher.

For two years, Wild has been running in 
Luis De La Torre’s shadow. The 29-year-old 
has finished behind De La Torre in four rac-
es, including last year’s Hilo Triathlon.

Both attended the inaugural Hilo Triathlon in 
2014 and watched as spectators. And from afar, Wild 
emulated De La Torre, even his bicycle pedaling 
technique. In a sense, the teacher became a student.

On Sunday, Wild graduated and beat De 
La Torre in a thriller for the modified Hilo 

Inspired and impassioned, teacher takes Hilo Triathlon
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David Wild wins the modified Hilo Triathlon on Sunday in 1 hour, 44 minutes, 7 seconds.
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Because of rough ocean conditions, Sunday’s Hilo Triathlon was modi-
fied, starting with a mile run instead of a 1.5-kilometer swim.

By MATT GERHART
Hawaii Tribune-Herald 

With age comes patience 
and understanding.

Veteran coach Jerry 
Hiraishi knows it well, and 
now so do West Side’s 13-and 
14-year-olds. They outlasted 
North Hawaii 14-9 on Sunday 

for a two-game sweep in 
their Junior series as West 
Hawaii and the Hiraishi ohana 
moved closer to a complete 
takeover of the Little League 
District 4 tournaments at 
Walter Victor Complex.

Hiraishi coached Gold 
Coast to the Majors 

softball title Saturday.
“It shows our side it get-

ting better,” Hiraishi said. 
“We just have to work on it.”

The West Side Majors, 
coach by Hiraishi’s son 
Kallen, can make it 3 
for 3 at 11 a.m. Monday 
when they take on Hilo 

in the 11-12 final.
“Hopefully,” Jerry Hiraishi 

said. “That would be perfect.”
Kobe Kaaekuahiwi and 

Bronson Rivera each fin-
ished with three hits and 
Jason Alani hung tough on 
the mound for five innings 
for the Juniors, who will 

represent the Big Island at 
the five-team state tourna-
ment, which starts Friday 
at Walter Victor Complex.

Michael Hughes was 3 
for 3, including a double, 
and scored two runs for 
North Hawaii, and Chad 

West Side knocks off North Hawaii for Juniors crown

See TRIATHLON Page B2

See LITTLE LEAGUE  Page B3

By KEVIN JAKAHI
Hawaii Tribune-Herald 

If people look at Daryl 
“Sammy” Sampaga’s skin-
ny calves, he just hopes 
that they glance at his 
T-shirt with block letters 
and check out his web-
site: osmdhawaii.com.

He was born with 
Charcot-Marie-Tooth 
disease, which is similar 
to muscular dystrophy, 
a condition that affects 
leg muscles and makes 
it difficult to walk.

However, Sammy likes 
to quote his friend Billy 
Kenoi when overcoming 
obstacles: “No such thing 
as no can. Always can. 
The only thing you got-
ta figure out is how can. 
Because always can.”

In fact, Sammy doesn’t 
just walk around islands, 
like Lanai, Maui, Kauai 
and the Big Island, to 
raise awareness and talk 
to schools, churches and 
communities, but he also 
paddles and bikes.

On Sunday, he com-
peted in the relay event 
at the 3rd annual Hilo 
Triathlon at James Kealoha 
Beach Park, finishing the 
40-kilometer bike por-
tion and leaving the first 
and last running parts to 
teammates Kyle Quilausin 
and Jaelyn Estabilio.

They went 5:15 to 
1:35:55 to 58:19 to finish 
in 2:39:29 for 12th out of 
18 relay teams on a day 
that started with rough surf, 
which canceled the 1.5k 
swim, but later turned into 
beautiful Hilo weather.

“My goal is to never 
give up. That’s my mot-
to,” Sammy said. “I want 
to help all the kids in 
Hawaii with anti-bully 
and muscular dystrophy.

“When I was young, I 
used to fight all the time 
because I didn’t like to 
get teased. Baseball was 
my thing, but in the eighth 
grade they took away my 
physical, and I couldn’t 
play. Then I took up adap-
tive paddling in 2014.”

Sammy has a strong 
supporter in his dad Arthur 

See SAMMY Page B2


